THE CHANGING  EAST

must be done quickly, for Europe was not looking
kindly on them: so they took steps to lop the
Greeks and Armenians to the proportions of their
bedstead, and began to work upon the Arabs, to
teach them Turkish as a first step, and to make
them good Ottomans the second. They invented
a sharp saying: "A Turkish ass is better than an
alien prophet/' to teach the people the relative
worth of Islam and nationality. The subject
races found Enver's little finger very heavy, and
- began to whisper to one another, in the strictest
secrecy, that such things were contrary to the very
principles of nationality in whose name they were
done. These whisperings increased and became
organised, till by 1914 there were healthy con-
spiracies, aiming to take local autonomy by force
from Constantinople, afoot in Armenia, in Kurdi-
stan, in Syria, and in Mesopotamia. Then the
war came.

Even before the war we had all Turkey going
shipwreck, by her own stupidity. The Turkish
race have a fatal habit of obedience, unquestioning
obedience, and an equally costly capacity for
sacrificing themselves for their state. The first
is demonstrated if in a crowded railway station in
Turkey you say "Sit down" firmly. At once
they all sit down: and the second has been
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